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Unoftieial Tbumb Nail hi_tor1 of aar17'Temple Crest• 

in tue Florida BOaR l~ys of the 1~2Gfs this seotion was ~i6iQn6d 
, . "	 as an area tor better homes ot the times. The .tnet. were laid out 

with curves aud anglD5 to suit Coach-anctFour transportationaa visioned 
as the ultimate in social t~aY61. Bonds were issued to tinaace oert&in 
improv._ats and str-eet paving. Then eame. the'burst of the bubble'. 
i'ayaente 08 bonos were defaulted and tax.el3 ,<"/ent unpaid. Oely a few ..mo 
were financially ~ble to keep up their individual paymants were permitted 
to retain their ~rope:rties and ho:mElih "l'hoee whioh were built cOlltonBt:id 
to the semi-Spanish style of the tiroo, baing mostly stucco oovere4 frame 
buUrlinga and in tMir ba~kgrl)und eett:f.ng ot tree oovered moas p!'€lllonted 
Q beautiful scene to bohold. 'l'he B.8S68Sf;U t~e5 and Pl:&.l1Uli>ll.'tS on cut­

standJng bonds b~lan to ~11e ~p and eventually~ere in gr6ut~r amounts 
than the properties WC1re worth. Then bt:lgi:Ul the 8t~tion w;lich saw the 
area deteri6rated until there seemed to be no tut'~re for this erea.. ' 
Somewhere pll4tJsures were brought tc lJ~al' on the i&gio}.u.tun,~ Ll 'l'uJ.lahalf.i3e 
t'.nd "mat was known ttl! the Murphy Act ws passed tUJ.'lurlng tae bond holder. 
some payment on out.standblf P6;P~I's ·tWC(;SY(;Cf;} aSJuuwd 'ty the 5t&.te (;Ind 
a title u.nder the Murp" Act could be had on the real prop.rUe•• 

':1nen the public reaUzeo what lutpp0nec im;el'esc in this aI'oao began 
to rise.'i"i\1.s was slo..,~ to mf>.kG ttny J;:rogr€'6S i:n improvomonte of PCr.IUiIl••t 
buildings tor the m~jcrity ,no $et~lecl here vera of gery limited flnana••• 
Cp to the late 40'. vntcn any on~ or~ ~v.t here the few living here pIa.Go 
them, in one of three cateror-ieSe 1. Either thei wert; hunting l:.sthl" 
seotIoned abounded in various aniatall from th'i "vila pan.thor to the lowly 
~gophsr. 2. th~y were eomeing to see you, or 3. They were lost. 
Improvements made in the early post ',:a,r:2period W$1'"':: made of liae.tever 
maL.riale weI'. andlabla 8nd cerain rptioni,uc: f>'..ad~ this vere liC:l::i.ted. 
'1"4<&1'e were no Joning restrictions ISv no precautions as to fir~-proot.ing 
were folluwed.. 'I'he birti1 of the 'l"empb 0"EHI~~ Civio Olub) Inc. came 
out of a fir" destroyiag one of theae poorly Clorh~trutJted buildings DGar 
tl1\' corner or Youkon and :i'fth ~')tra".t. '~'h~ f,wily 3~irr~red t.otal loss 
of ttleir ma'erial :JOSStls: one. 'l'her'3 Wri:1 '" greKt spirit of helpfulQ.esa 
as is gen~l"all, f()u~d -l:1 f:!'!ly ,iol1eer suet:'m nne:; soon by individ.ual 
givi.ngtni. family was p~rti~lly restored to taeir former St4t~3. Era. 
this disaster t.o lad5.es" IJrs. Barnett al1dJr~. iie.x-tin, h~d a vision Ud 
tagan to 1rJlok for a '1'ohmteer fi.ra det}SrtIWJut for tids aX'{'Ja. l'ney began 
to take donatl.otts to that end and were ge'l;iEr8e.long vGl)'ni,Nly when .ome 
oue C~ up vrlth the brieht idea they warti v!.Jlating t:ua h,"'f as1,iug tor 
!lnancial donationlS without a legal orgul1i!;t: t I ,_In to ba.ck~h';;'x::. l.rpp This 
fil'e-':' ;.p th3 neighborhood wh.ich by this time was rapidly growing in rawaben 
even tho in li.mlted ea;;btil. leg::..J. a:U 't'f.<3 s:;12cited and t; ch~rhl' wall 
drawn up and with the reauired number of charter members WIUJ sent to 
rla l1ahusee and in 19"1:; the charter waa gre.nted to tha 'remple Orelt Civie 

qGllll)~ Ino. Ita main purpose KitS to s:JOl1aoJc a Vu1untelJr i.>~ir'e Departmen:t, 
along with other aotiyities tending ic pr~mote the good artd welt~r& of 
this area. 

~ffo;rtll alon[;this LI.ne were very suc<H>'f:H,ful and :it tire truok with 
water tank 81ld pump equipment was purchased" The ;young yolunteors toot 
training two or three times weekly IIOstly under the Sulphur Spr:.i.ngs FiN 
Department und~r Gh6.f Pitts. The volunteers were instructed to be ready 
for duty ca.ll at all hours end ..ny of them when going to bed at night 
laid out their tire clothos and boots beside their b\;l:1. Aim)" 'Jall. fire _ds 
aa tar away as ~lefl and at no time clid they f.1<Uj';: tail to savo the lot. 

t) to thia time the only law enforcement, of which a minimum 1mS needed, 
was by the County under the Bharitfs vepartment. SomatilDas it se6llWd the 
Oounty Offioials forgot there was sa iDhabited area out here e~cept whea 
they w~r. oandidate. and looking for yotea. 
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c, _. l'he c;ivli) Alu·o hact thein·tor'st Qlj,J Wt:Ilfal'Q for all living har,1h It 
had no taxing or r6gulatory po_t'o flO "... appeal to the necessary officer. 
tor WhL:t ',va needbd in irJj:rov5Ill<;;Irt.fI 1::; 1IJU ;1.600Els...ry to ShO'o1 -tAl) GliAO and U. 
aemherl were back of th~ leGe.. 'l'husa appeals were wall receiv(ld and \'Ie 
enjoyed tllUCQ w:~sililt,an"e By the varly 1£'5C's the City oft\"!D!pa -\!f,tS stra.ining 
tor more territory by wJ';lexation .,von -tho thfJ/ OQuldent take 0<::'1"') of the 
territory 1m·!i';e thiJ l;}10n ..:it), l1.witlh T':l~:;~' ~won t011nd out ann~Jtatial'l 
could not l)f'J ao~om!,1iflh6:? 02' 'Votail so t;lay WfH\t to Tallahallsoo j,!l.u <H10 
morn:ing ":;fa ,wke up !£~'i\Ae.itll 0'.,\1' Fin de~)"'t.rt1l1Cn+; was killed [mil liIOlil6 of 
our ef)"'operativ:1 apir:.tw.tS ::l:an:"(Llod but th:;~luh has survived ',;1trough 'chiok 
and.thh: :md ;,\'1; ';;'.10 prsiF.n't time haY:) a v,'},:~t nie•.) olub l10uea at ':;'2;~2 l.:Hler 
ave. which Ll ~:lfl Toi;ing 'h,x~dqu~u·tero for Pro,}inot 53!. The HOl."th~a.,.t 

section of Tampa noW' off'$t's the Ind'.,;ltrial P;'trk) The vllivdrs.:.ty of i30uth 
Ylorid ..:., 1o\'nr~:i.0.'1 of ty" "'o3~dtallh one a V{f~0I"~m&h "'. lJedioal Genter t.o be 
100atod ncar t>.l·" ()a.i1f('t:,,-;H,}';th'J ~loS;Jue33 t'J,~emplti '::''eX'.;:'[.ce Q.l..J~h')c':t}~H'ldlli ot 
hO:IJK:fJ and hO::ii69i.tas :1.n thl~ ;~o;3t bCH\trtiful tUi'1 d"t'j section ,.,f Tampa. 

D-artr :1\\lndQ1'" ~~-~1~) ~ 7Jib ~e€.Jd a yCtl!~C' £"J ;!T;fJ~'~ ~s t!:lU';'''~' ure l'!tr:.j'" !!iCI'e .~ niD~fJ 

to work and ask for out ~Grep ~ls~se make :Ln effort to join and help. 
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