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Local farmers with their tractors show the fruits of their labor durlng the €3

0

‘Where’s Indiana Jones™ +*

‘when you need him?
" The search continues

| for the city’s holy grail of

or ange trees

By PAUL CATALA
} 'n-lbune corresponilent

TEMPl.E TERRACE — A few longmne
residents remember plckmg and cut-
ting into this city’s juicy hamesake, the
‘temple orange, back when the fruit was
as comron as sunshifte.

Others recall, a8 youngsters; darting
‘among remnants. of a.5,000-acre tetr:
ple orange grove that surrounded wha
now-is Temple Terface. '

But no one today, if séenis,"can find
1e whether -
the sweethess they bore ‘stilt exists. A
recent, extensive search for even one.
ongmal temple orange tree - proved"

the original trees to deter

frultless

A few leafy descendants of Lhe
: onglnal trees femain, most of them

planted within the last 40 years. When

the fiuit ripens, residents enjoy what

Temple Terraces Estal;es advertise-

ments once touted as,“An erangé that -
" is to other oranges what th
.is fo semiprecious stones.”

0s, homeowners in

In the eark
- ‘subdivision eagerly

became patt of Florida’s citrus-¢raze, .
tending and arvestmg theit” dwn
- succulent temple’. oranges — glossy,
eeled with finger- .

smooth and easily-p
tips. But a hard fréeze -latér- that
decade hRedth

four. m es in. cncumference, consis-
tent}y juicy and reddish-brown. =
Ti1"1894, M.E." Gillette ' of -Buckeye

iamond

ne trees, and. developers - “tel

&!elra has a cltrus tree resemblin

"Nursenes in Tampa-saw the unustml

orange while visiting Jamaica. to buy

"bud wood to replace freeze-damaged'

citrus stock, according to the Temple

~ Terrace: Preservation Soc1ety He re-

"~ Gillette secured excluswe nghts to

‘grow and d.lstribute trees grown from

o_f Temi)le Terraces Es-
wirdged new homeowners to
s.. The Tampa Tribune, in

£t

a temple in front of his garage on North
47ﬂ1 Street. Moreira said he eats 'Frult rom

-and 1922 planted a 5,000-acre grove of

* the -citrus grove was" considered. th

.trees- survived the sevef
‘rerajned — some iny

See TEMPLE ORAN

Photo by PAUL CATALA

the tree when it rlpens in winter. ..

bined with man’s resources make'
paradise of Temple Terrace.”

To entice’home buyers to the new
community, Buckeye Nurseries in 1921

temple orange trees and offered 5-acre
parcels to' new residents. At the time,

largest in the world..
The venture was successful undi
freeze killed most of ‘the groviEs

into the 1970s.




