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.Where's Indiana Jones';' 
When you peed him? 
The ~earch continues 

for the city's holy-grail of 
orange trees. 

. ijY' PAUL CATALA 
Tribune conespondent .' . . 

TEMPLE TERRAe£ - A fe~ longtime 
residents remember picking and cut­
ting iJ,lto this city's juicy hamesake, the 
temple orange, back whell the fru,it was 

as commo.n a.. s sup.slIm.. e.•. · '.' '.Othersrecall,asyoungs.ters, dartl11g 
amongremnantll of'a S,ooO-acre tetll~ 

'fruitless. 
A few leafy desqmd~ts of the 

original trees remain;' most of them 
planted within the last 40 years. When 
the fruit ripens, reside111s enjoy what. , . . . _.~_. . 
T~mple Terraces Esta~es'advert,ise-:::"; .';:' .." . . . . Photo by PAUL CATALA 

. ~ents .once t..o.ute.d. as/'An O•......l:....•~.g~. th.... a .. ·>.':·M~reirahas..... t'J.~.· a ~itru~ tree 'esemb~in8atemplein f,.ont ~ ~iS. gar~.geonNo.rth
is to other oranges whatthj:t diamond . 41th Street. Moreira said he eats fruit from :the tree when It ripens 1ft winter... ' '. 
is to sE!miptecio)l$.stones."·'. . .' . " 

In the ea,rly, '920s, homeqwpers in Nur~,:ries in Tampa saw the unusual 
the upscale n:~:subdivisionea~erlyorange wnue visiting Jamaica. to buy 
became p~of F1c:nida's citrHsSl'eie,. 'Ql,ld wooQ to .replace freeze-damaged 
tendirig ... a:rid'plU'vesting theii;oWIl·. citrus stock, according to the Temple 
succulent te1nple' .. oranges glossy, Tetrace .Preservation Society. He re~"1"'-..

smooth .andeasl1ypeeledwith finger~ ·t1Jme'dt~i]31oridawith the hybrid bud 

tips•.' ~.;u.t.~ a h.ar .fre.·eze.. ·later ~a.. t.. ..•.d...decadeJ<iJJ,.ed_the t!ees, .and.developers 
" rernove~ themito; prepare the land for 

pIe Qrange grove that slllTonnded whaf.S1lbdivtsions,-j'J. .. " . 
now.is Temple Terrace. ,'. . . 'Named forWjl,liam Chase Temple, 

But no one today, it .s~~mS-r,can find the t.ep:lP~.9~g~ i~ ·ft hybrid of the 
theoriginaltre~tb d.etet~e whether sweet .O.l,!lpgearidtangerine. It is about 
thesweemess. they bore still· exists. A ... ,fqW:-ir!.cnes. in· circup!ference, consis­
recent, extensive search for even one. tenl"lyjuicy and reddish-brown. . 
original temple orange tree provecr' In 1894, M.E. Gillette' of Buckeye 

w..9.\Od.,afiif.·.l.",~ .. ted it under the mime'..,:,.;.•..ar.ke
",temple'~i1I~." 

Gill~tte sel;:Ured exclusive rights to 
grow and disj;Fibute trees growhfrom 
tPeori~:~;uqwood,. 
'. Devet~ of Temple Terraces. Es­
tates;. e:p,!;;'f)~ed new homeowners to 
plailt !b,e;!r~.~s,~The TampaTribune, in 
an. atticflii'J.'>Jlblished Jan. '23, 1921, 
proclciimea: ""Riches of nature com­

. . . 
bined; With man's .'resources. make' 
paradise of Temple Terrace." 

To entice 'home buyers to the new
 
community, Buckeye Nurseries in 1921
 

. and 1922 planted a 5,OOO-acregrove of 
temple orange trees and offered 5-acre 
parcels to new residents. At the time;' 
the citrus grove was' considered &8,; " 
largest lnthe world. . . . 

The venturewassuccessml u.
 
freeze killed most of the
 
,trees· survived the se 
remained - some' 
into the 1970s. 


